Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting

January 19, 2012, Town House Peterborough, 7 p.m.

Present:  Jo Anne Carr, Swift Corwin, Bryn Dumas, Matt Lundsted, John Patterson, 
Susan Stanbury, Francie Von Mertens, Robert Wood

December's minutes were approved as was payment of an invoice for delineation of wetlands on the Elm Street Harris Center parcel.

AVEO / Vernal pools project

John Patterson said the spring volunteer training would have two parts: an indoor evening session followed soon by an outdoor session at a vernal pool. Ideally the training is early in the vernal pool season so the first round of inventories can be done by volunteers recently trained.

It was agreed that the ConCom has support funds for the project, perhaps to be supplemented by matching grants.

Members are to e-mail John Patterson locations of known vernal pools on town conservation land or on conservation easement land whose owners are supportive of the project.
John P. will contact teachers Dana Wood and Carol Young at ConVal to notify them about the project.  Vernal pools near ConVal are a possible training site. 

Bryn Dumas will confirm whether vernal pools inventoried at Otter Brook Farm could be a training site as well as part of the inventory project.
Matt Lundsted will contact Jeff Littleton about location of vernal pools he found when evaluating town wetlands.

It was agreed that the first year of the project likely will inventory known vernal pools along with surveying town land in the spring for additional vernal pools to add to the list for future inventories. 
Forestry

Swift Corwin updated the group on a timber cut with likely infractions that the state is addressing after a site visit.

To lessen the chance of future infractions, it was agreed that landowners, upon submitting an Intent to Cut notification to the town, will be mailed the Cooperative Extensions "Guide to NH Timber Harvesting Laws" with a cover letter pointing out key laws and considerations.

Swift Corwin will order 20 copies of the pamphlet and give thought to a cover letter.
Easements

In the ongoing matter of the Long Hill Estates conservation easement, 
Susan Stanbury will speak to Town Administer about settling a legal question with town attorney: whether a slope easement deeded in 1984 that allows altering terrain trumps a conservation easement deeded in 1988 that does not allow altering terrain.


The slope easement wording appears to allow altering terrain only when the gravel pit is closed and the required site reclamation is done following state RSA 155-E:S. 
Jo Anne Carr will research that RSA and send relevant information to Susan Stanbury with the goal of determining the town's right to pursue reclamation despite lack of a time limit in the town's permit for the gravel operation.

It was agreed that upon the return the gravel pit owners in the spring from winter travels, a meeting will be arranged to determine the gravel pit owners' intentions for reclamation and their understanding of the slope easement. It was not determined which entity (Long Hill Estates or Town) will arrange the meeting. That will hinge on information gleaned from the town attorney and RSA 155-E.
State Legislature

Francie Von Mertens updated members on bills in the state legislature involving that would limit funding of a town's conservation fund and a town's ability to place conservation easements on town property.


The select board has written letters of concern on both bills and the town administrator and a select board member and Von Mertens have attended hearings in Concord to oppose the bills (HB1515 and HB 1540). (Update: committee vote opposing HB1515 was unanimous.)
/fvm
