Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Special Meeting

May 23, 2013, Peterborough Town House, 8:30 a.m.

Present:  Swift Corwin, John Patterson, Francie Von Mertens, Robert Wood
Long Hill Estates

In response to a query from Sonya LeClair for Long Hill Estates Condominium Association, ConCom members discussed further the terms of the conservation easement regarding forestry operations and voted to approve the letter shown below (motion to approve: Swift Corwin; second John Patterson).

Easements

As follow-up to a possible conservation easement property encroachment observed by Swift Corwin and John Patterson, John will speak with Pam Brenner about logical next steps.

May 23, 2013

Sonya LeClair

Long Hill Estates Condominium Association
24 Long Hill Road

Peterborough, NH  03458

Dear Sonya and the Long Hill Condominium Association:

The Conservation Commission reviewed the conservation easement deed (Woodmaster, Inc. to the Town of Peterborough).  On page three, the #3 paragraph states that there shall be no natural resource extraction including timber—other than as incidental to the original condominium clearing and construction as per the original Holden Engineering and Surveying site plan.

Absent the standard Reserved Rights of a conservation easement that allow forestry, the conservation commission has determined that the deed disallows a timber operation on the 37 conservation easement acres.

Paragraph #4 mentions "the practice of Silva culture" – intending silviculture – but the preceding clear statement against extractive practices is straightforward, inviting no interpretation or conjecture as to the meaning of "Silva culture."

Our apologies for taking so long in responding to your inquiry. 

Francie Von Mertens Co-chair

Swift Corwin, Town Forester/ConCom member


