Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting

October 18, 2012, Peterborough Town House, 7 p.m.

Present:  Joanne Carr, Swift Corwin, Bryn Dumas, Matt Lundsted, John Patterson, Francie Von Mertens, Robert Wood

September's minutes were approved, with the reminder that Francie Von Mertens is to contact the Agriculture Commission about mapping ag soils in town.

Proposed Scott Farrar expansion

Although the Conservation Commission has not yet been asked for comment on the proposed expansion on Elm Street, members looked at the plans for a preliminary assessment.


Questions or concerns were raised on the following:


●The plans show "existing overflow gravel parking area 15 spaces" in the Wetland Protection Overlay Zone (WPOZ). Is this a grandfathered use, and if so what is the documentation for that use? Parking in the WPOZ is to be avoided.


●The depth of major entrance turnaround appears to push the proposed building closer to the river, creating greater impacts in the Shoreland Conservation Zone and the State's shoreland jurisdiction.

●Fill in the Shoreland Conservation Zone, including steep slopes. (The 100' Shoreland Conservation Zone does not appear to be indicated on the plans.)
Proposed Infill ordinance

Preliminary to Von Mertens and John Patterson meeting with the consultants hired by the town to draft an infill ordinance, issues of infill were discussed. Members agreed:


●that changes should by overlay whereby greater density is not by right but by conditional use or performance standards including architectural review that would insure any infill met existing scale and look of the neighborhood.


●that mixed use and infill should be encouraged for the two plazas and the bowling alley plaza


●that a neighborhood "pocket park" might be a more appropriate use in certain cases rather than residential infill.


●that the Lobacki Farm development approved by the Planning Board under the rationale that the Master Plan calls for greater density near the downtown is not a good example of infill as it lacks recreational amenities including sidewalks for walking access to the village areas.
Members also pointed out that there is an elderly housing surge in town reflecting a demographic shift. Von Mertens questioned whether greater density through infill should be balanced with decreased density in the outlying areas through requiring open space development for parcels larger than a certain size.
Conservation Easement funding

Von Mertens reported she is putting a conservation easement on the six-acre Community Garden parcel opposite the town recycling center that conserves the parcel for agricultural purposes. The Harris Center is holding the easement.  Her transaction costs will exceed $4,000. A member of the Open Space Committee most likely will attend the November ConCom meeting to discuss approving a $1,000 easement support funding grant to the Harris Center, thereby reducing Von Mertens's costs by that amount. She will recuse herself during that discussion.

Old Business

●Swift Corwin and Patterson walked the Cheney Avenue field boundaries assessing a possible incursion. There appeared to be no incursion.

●Patterson reported increased campfire activity on the Wheeler Trail property. He will follow up with the fire department.

●Von Mertens reported hiring Steve Black to mow the Fremont Field. Carl Von Mertens after 14 years of mowing has earned retirement.

●Conservation easement monitoring season is here. Field notebooks are in the Town House next to the baseline documentation folders—to be signed out and back in, leaving baseline folders in place.  The baseline doc. folders that have "gone missing" will be redone.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. The next scheduled meeting is November 15, 7 p.m. at the Town House.                                                           
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