Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting

September 20, 2012, Peterborough Town House, 7 p.m.

Present:  Joanne Carr, Swift Corwin, Matt Lundsted, John Patterson, Susan Stanbury,
 
     Francie Von Mertens;   Dick Estes, Cynthia Nichols

August's minutes were approved. Francie Von Mertens reported that the Land Use Change Tax disbursement to the ConCom Land Acquisition and Management Fund for the past fiscal year is $6,757.45. Balance in that fund is approximately $100,000.
Call of the Land symposium / agricultural resources
Cynthia Nichols updated the group on the recent weekend symposium, "Call of the Land," in Keene (Friday) and Peterborough (Saturday). An impressive roster of presenters, most but not all from the region, raised issues of "food security"—the increasing need and wisdom of producing food locally.


In ConCom and Open Space Committee work, agricultural resources are included in the formal process of prioritizing land conservation in town along with other values (wetlands, wildlife habitat, aquifer, etc.). Joanne Carr suggested that a map of ag soils be drawn up (of Federal/Prime, State and Local Importance).  

Von Mertens will check with the new Ag Commission to see if that has been or will be done.

Of agricultural relevance, she said the Community Garden parcel on Scott Mitchell Road will go under conservation easement with the Harris Center this year; and three parcels associated with Sunnyfield Farm/Crotched Mountain on Bogle Road are also in process with the Harris Center.

Conservation Easements

Monitoring – For the annual fall monitoring, Susan Stanbury went over the list of easement monitors with the following additions/changes:
Swift Corwin volunteered to help John Kerrick with the Long Hill Estates and the three Monahon easements.

Susan Stanbury will do the Wardwell/Cheney easement.

Cynthia Nichols will do the Peterborough Players easement (Von Mertens to find 



documentation for that easement)

Of concern is the disappearance of the baseline documentation folders for the Players, and Pearson/LaRoche.

Von Mertens has the brown field notebooks for the easements and will place at Town House next to baseline folders.  The baseline folders should never be removed from the Town House. Field notebooks are to be signed out and taken into the field.
Cheney Avenue Field. Swift Corwin said he walked the town's Cheney Avenue field with Paul Gagnon, lead monitor for the Forest Society that holds the easement on the property. He said there is a possible encroachment on the 50-foot access off Cheney Avenue.

Swift and John Patterson will do a follow-up site visit and search for iron pins to help determine property boundaries.  

Other
Walcott field. Melissa Stephenson has agreed to mow the Walcott Field after a few 
years off.

Elm Street lot.  Swifty Corwin will weed whack the parcel one more time.

Duerig Wetlands Permit.  The Wetlands Bureau maintains that dredging Fly Pond is not a minimum impact Expedited maintenance operation, and that it is a Major Impact project most likely requiring compensatory mitigation.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. The next scheduled meeting is October 18, 7 p.m. at the Town House.                                                           

 /fvm
