[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting
July 21, 2016, 6:30 site visit Route 202N; thereafter at Peterborough Town House 

Present: Matt Lundsted, John Patterson, Francie Von Mertens, Robert Wood

Site visit regarding storage shed expansion, Route 202N
Members met with Chad Brannon, Fieldstone Land Consultants engineer regarding comment to the Planning Board and Zoning Board regarding wetland impacts. Discussion resulted in the following memo to the Planning Board with CC to the Zoning Board. The letter captures discussion and conclusions reached.

July 25, 2016
To 	Peterborough Planning Board
From 	Peterborough Conservation Commission
Regarding Conditional Use Permit for expansion of storage units, Parcel R011-034-000, Route 202N

On July 21, 2016 members of the Conservation Commission met on site with Chad Branon of Fieldstone Land Consultants.

Regarding plans to pave the site, existing and future, after discussion members agreed that pavement combined with three infiltration basins plus spillways will minimize sediment runoff that currently results from existing sand and gravel site surfaces.  Existing conditions offer no treatment; sand and gravel is hardpack, allowing little to no infiltration; and winter plowing plus heavy rains likely result in untreated sediment migration off-site.
Regarding existence of the project in the Rural Gateway Overlay Zone, members noted and endorsed existing low lighting levels at the sheds, and recommend the continuation of that policy. Motion sensored switching might further reduce ambient light, but low buildings, hooded down-lights just over door height and largely shielded from the road by other buildings, make the site fairly dark already. (Nighttime visibility and access to the storage sheds is assisted by a renter's car headlights.)
Regarding slight incursion of riprap spillway #2 into the Wetland Protection Overlay Zone, we note that the town's wetlands zoning 245-15J-3c exempts "sedimentation/detention basins."
John Patterson
Co-chair

Comment to Select Board regarding proposed sale of town property
Town policy requires comment from the Planning Board and Conservation Commission when the town contemplates selling town property. Accordingly, assisted by wetland overlays from OCD and mapping of abutting conservation land (Casalis State Forest), members discussed the sale and their conclusions are conveyed in the following comment to the Select Board.

To 	Peterborough Select Board
From 	Peterborough Conservation Commission
Regarding Sale by Town of Parcel R002-019-000

At its July 21, 2016 meeting, members of the Conservation Commission discussed sale by the town of a 7.2-acre property on Condy Road, Lot R002-019-000. We agree that sale is the logical step to take, unlike a few other properties acquired by the town that were more appropriate as additions to the town's permanently conserved open space.	
For some town history, the first of several additions by tax deed was in 1966, 70 acres of mostly wetlands on Route 202N appropriately known as "Swamp Woods." Here's an excerpt from the 1966 Peterborough Select Board report: 
“During the past year we transferred the land taken for tax purposes in Swamp Woods to the Conservation Commission for their management. This is probably the first of several such actions which might take place in the coming years and we will await further proposals from that Commission prior to taking further action.”	
The newly formed, one-year-old town Conservation Commission put up the rustic PETERBOROUGH CONSERVATION AREA sign that still stands today.
The Condy Road parcel abuts conservation land on the north (Casalis State Forest) and west (private land conserved by conservation easement deed). It's not clear whether the parcel can be subdivided into two buildable lots. As it abuts wetlands in addition to conservation land, and is accessed only by steep Condy Road, we recommend limiting development to one residential lot. If the various setbacks don't accomplish that limitation, we recommend a deed restriction that prohibits subdivision. 
	We also recommend notifying abutters about the town's decision to sell the property as a courtesy to community members. Sometimes neighbors are the most logical buyers of real estate.
Francie Von Mertens
Co-chair

Cranberry Meadow boardwalk repair and funding
Members suggested more information is needed about potential sale of the Gregg property (site of the boardwalk) and whether current trail on that property will be allowed by future owners, combined with Monadnock Conservancy mention of a possible alternate route. 

Other
--Matt Lundsted said he attended the most recent Local Rivers Advisory Committee meeting and has volunteered to serve on the committee as Peterborough's rep. ConCom (and CNBLRAC) members are very pleased
--"Mr. Mikes" Japanese knotweed. Matt reported that the knotweed removal at the former Mr. Mike's site required more work. Knotweed roots were 12 feet deep, among other challenges. 
--Water rate study. Woody reported slow to no progress with Town House on water usage study. Matt suggested DES funding, as well as possibility of using another town's computer modeling program.
--Recycling advisory committee has been formed, reported Woody.

June's minutes were approved.

/fvm
