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Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting
August 20, 2015 workgang and site visit, 6:30 p.m.

Present: Matt Lundsted, John Kerrick, John Patterson, Francie Von Mertens

Teixeira Park workgang
Following summer tradition of a meeting in the field, a 6:30 p.m. workgang made quick work of removing Japanese knotweed from the experimental knotweed control plot at Teixeira Park. Shoots had managed to reemerge through the layers of scrap rugs and mulch, but were easy to pull. Continuing pulling will be needed.

Potential parcels donation to town / R3-34; R3-31 near Jaffrey line and Route 202
Members then explored two connecting parcels starting at the Jaffrey town line between the Contoocook River and Community Lane and continuing east and downstream along Route 202. They have been offered the town by owners Bross (3.35 acres beginning at townline on Community Lane) and Field (.78 acres east of Bross property along Route 202).
	The land is forested; falls off steeply from the roadways; has low wetland areas; swales; and a deep stream channel along most of the length of the larger parcel. Consensus was that the parcels' highest and very significant value is as a high functioning shoreland buffer. 
	A few pathways along the river indicate that fishing, most likely, brings some people to the parcels. A turnout on Community Lane at the Jaffrey line for plows/police to turn around is a potential dumping area, but members found no problem there or elsewhere on the two properties. A highway bridge across Route 202 that's largely invisible from the highway marks the boundary between the two parcels (photo attached).
	The parcels connect with a town-owned 6.31-acre shoreline parcel donated to the town by Hansul, Inc. A Route 202 turnout midway along that parcel likely provides parking for people fishing the river (some trash dumped by that turnout).
	Consensus of the group regarding creating a trail to the river: 
1. Given wet swales, wetlands, stream, and steep slopes in some places, trail access 
           would require engineering and significant disturbance to 100-foot shoreline buffer; 
2. There are many and arguably adequate access points to the river upstream and downstream of the area in Jaffrey and in Peterborough; 
3. Riparian/river corridor areas are wildlife hotspots where human disturbance  
      should be minimized.
      
Members recommended that the Select Board accept with gratitude to Peter Bross and Joanne Field donation of their lands given their shoreline buffering role and linkage with similar town land; and cannot recommend construction of a formal trail access because of likely negative impacts to the buffer. Current access, given evidence of fishing, appears to be adequate for the location, with minimal impact involved.

[image: Macintosh HD:Users:Owner:Desktop:Screen Shot 2015-08-17 at 11.30.34 AM.png][image: Macintosh HD:Users:Owner:Desktop:Screen Shot 2015-08-17 at 11.31.23 AM.png]Other: July's two meetings' minutes were approved; as were invoices for the ConCom's revised Trail Guide.  The Ledger ran a news item on the Trail Guide and the Open Space Committee's new website; and an editorial citing both as a sign of the town's commitment to open space and recommending that people take advantage of both.        
QR codes for both:       
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