[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting
October 15, 2015, Peterborough Town House, 7 p.m.

Present: Swift Corwin, Matt Lundsted, Cynthia Nichols, John Patterson, Francie Von Mertens, Robert Wood

September's minutes were approved along with annual dues for NHACC membership and reimbursement to the Friends of the Wapack for materials needed to replace a bridge on the Raymond Trail on town property ($174).
Cheney Avenue field annual mowing
As in past years, members agreed to pay the shortfall for mowing the town-owned field Neighbors Carl Staley and Jack Ellerkamp are taking over the field-mowing fundraising among neighbors from Dick Fernald who has done it for over 20 years since he was instrumental in conserving the field. Reimbursement is $666 from a total mowing cost of $2,200.

Monahon conservation easement / AirBnB use
Members discussed letter to Duncan Spencer (representative of the Monahon family owners) that resulted from the September ConCom meeting. Von Mertens will further draft letter following comments and send around for final approval.

D'Daddamio conservation easement / uses
The D'Dammio easement land is for sale and its current owners inquired whether a commercial equestrian center would conform to the easement's purposes and limiting commercial uses to forestry and agriculture. 
	To help answer that question, Von Mertens reported discussions/emails with land trust staffers and town planner Pete Throop. All emphasized close attention to the easement's language (preamble, purposes and allowed uses sections), as separate from the ever-broadening legislative definition of "agriculture." While all easements have a degree of ambiguity, easement language often lessens that degree.
	The D'Dammio easement includes animal husbandry "activities" as part of agriculture, and states that any forestry and ag activities shall not degrade the "productive capacity of the Property to produce forest and/or agricultural crops."
	Somewhat unique to the easement, the land is to be open to the public for hiking and cross-country skiing. Management activities (forestry and ag) are not to "materially impair the scenic quality the Property as viewed from public waterways, public roads, or public trails."
	Members agreed that animal husbandry would involve raising animals for sale, horses included. A traditional equestrian center, implying boarding horses and riding lessons among other activities, would appear to have impacts that go beyond the easement's purposes of open space conservation, public enjoyment of hiking and cross-country skiing, as well as agricultural practices that result in crops.
	Members were comfortable with Von Mertens communicating to the landowners that the easement language would not support an equestrian center. Von Mertens cited relevant language from the easement, and suggested the landowners meet with town planner Pete Throop if they have questions.

ConCom Members
Owing to Jo Anne Carr's new teaching schedule, at her request Swift Corwin was voted full member and Jo Anne alternate member. (Von Mertens motion; Patterson second)

Old Business
--Corwin hired surveyor Bob Todd to set pins on the town property boundaries on Old Greenfield Road to determine whether timber trespass has occurred.
--Motion (Patterson with Corwin second) to pay Cynthia Nichols $15/hour to digitize easement records. She will use her computer/scanner, and if needed the ConCom will replace as considerable use is involved.  Motion passed unanimously.
--Easement breakfast at Nonies October 24th after which volunteers will go forth and monitor their easements. Reminder to contact landowners prior to monitoring.
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