Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting
April 17, 2014, Peterborough Town House, 7:00 p.m.

Present: Jo Anne Carr, Swift Corwin, John Kerrick, Cynthia Nichols, John Patterson, Francie Von Mertens, Robert Wood
 
Business  March 20th 2014 meeting minutes were approved.

Upcoming Events  	May 3 – Greenerborough in Peterborough – Invasive Species and 					Vernal Pool Projects will be represented
			May 10 - Garlic Mustard Pull at The Well School, 9-12: Invasive species 				brochure and education campaign Launch. 	
			May 13 – Town Vote
Monies Approved
-Invoice for: Bluebird Boxes – reimbursement  - $210 – 14 Bluebird Boxes-
-Invoice for: Saving Special Places Meeting - $60 	
-Invoice for Invasive Plants brochure update – $1,160 Design (from PCC Public Education 
	Operating Budget) and $1,795 (from Land Management)
-Greenerborough – future $50.00 reimbursement to Cynthia Nichols for table. 

Discussions
Vernal Pool Project  - Update – Cynthia Nichols
Brett Thelen led an indoor training at the Town House on April 16th. About 18 people attended and about ½ were new to the project. The outdoor training will be Saturday April 19 at 3:00 at Miller State Park. The objective is to finish scouting potential vernal pools identified last year on easement and public land properties. The Monadnock Conservancy will provide maps for some of their properties as well. 	
     Cynthia received a cost estimate for this year’s project from Brett and will forward the email. 

Vision Forum  – Robert Wood
The Town is currently reviewing the Town Vision as part of the on-going work to review each chapter of the Master Plan. The Vision Forum was run by the UNH Coop Extension and they will summarize the report for the Town and then it will be shared and used by the Master Plan Steering Committee. There will also be a questionnaire sent to all households. 
The next topic will be Economic Vitality.  There are likely to be new chapters added as is necessary; for example Natural Resources will be added to the Open Space and Water Resources chapters. 	
About 200 attended the event Friday evening and many returned Saturday to sift through concepts and important ideas. Near the end everyone voted on their top ideas. 

Some of the top ideas focused on: 
Transportation
· Make Peterborough more walkable,  bicycle friendly, and more connected from downtown to the plazas
· Create Public Transport to other centers to Concord, Manchester, Boston, Keene and Nashua

The need to Increase Affordable Housing, Employment and Broadband mainly to attract younger people.
	For example - Create Business Incubators (Maker Space)  

Demographics note – the median age in Peterborough is increasing and school populations are decreasing
It seemed like there was more understanding about using developed areas that are empty than trying to build more.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Environment Group talked about helping owners of large properties afford to keep their land undeveloped; Increasing awareness and education about the natural environment; and access to the natural environment (trails guide), and promoting Renewables. 
 
Trail Guide Update – Francie Von Mertens
The Commission discussed updating the Trail Guide and changing its look.
 Ideas included:

-Add New Trails to the guide: Cranberry Meadow Bog Trail, Evans Flats
-Eliminate unused trails (Seccombe Trail) 
-Show Connectivity – example Town to Mountain Top 
-Consider including Class VI roads where warranted and where it won’t create parking issues in the neighborhood
-Add colored polygons for public conservation lands; retain topo
-A bit more detail about land types like open fields / wetlands / stream crossings
-Add more town roads where appropriate for getting to new trails: example  Cheney Avenue and Lookout Road, Elm Street and Murphy Road
-Need to find out more about Otter Brook Trails and Sargent Center trails

Swift Corwin will draft a map with an aerial photo overlaid with the information above as first step in deciding what to include or leave out, and what kind of graphic style to use. It was agreed that the conservation information would be retained. 

Hall Land Conservation Easement – Swift Corwin
Swift Corwin made a motion to pursue a conservation easement on the Hall Property with the Monadnock Conservancy. He noted that it has high value as a wildlife corridor. Jo Anne Carr seconded. The motion passed.  Swift will take on the project.

Next steps: 
Need to put together a proposal about the value of an easement on the property and propose it to the Board of Selectman
Major costs for the easement will include: 
Survey + Monadnock Conservancy stewardship expense – likely to exceed $10,000

Town Vote – May 13, 2014 
Zoning – Von Mertens
Innovative Subdivision Ordinance – Von Mertens said the proposed zoning article would make open space conservation required for parcels larger than 10 acres. Similar to Dublin, Hancock, Jaffrey, Keene and Milford. Waivers allowed for large lots (>20 acres) similar to the Cranberry Meadow project; if there are no major natural resource areas; of if a conventional subdivision follows spirit of the ordinance. Under a Conditional Use Permit system, a hybrid between Conventional and Innovative is possible.
 
Wardwell-Cheney Conservation Land Boundary –John Patterson
Dennis McKenney is doing the survey now that snow has cleared. 
Cheney Avenue Field – Apple Trees and Pines
-John Patterson proposed pruning the apple trees and was given a green light.
-Swift Corwin noted that it might be good to remove the large pine near the apple trees.  The Conservation Commission will consider the pine tree removal further and will contact abutters prior to any action. 
Greenerborough– May 3rd, 2014
Cynthia will be representing the Conservation Commission for the Vernal Pool Project and the Invasive Plants Education Project and two other projects. The cost for the table is $75.00. The Conservation Commission will provide funding for 2/3 of the table. 

Newspaper Articles
Robert Wood will be submitting an article soon about pharmaceuticals in wastewater. The timing would coincide with the Police Department’s  drug take back day. 












	






