Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting

February 20, 2014, Peterborough Town House, 7 p.m.

Present: Jo Anne Carr, Bryn Dumas, Matt Lundsted, Cynthia Nichols, John Patterson, 
Francie Von Mertens, Robert Wood

Business

- January 16th, 2014 meeting minutes were approved

Past Events

-Invasive Plants workshop hosted by ConCom well attended by neighboring ConComs
-Monahon Day of Service at the Elm Street lot: well attended also and a lot of glossy 
buckthorn cleared, hauled and burned as gentle snow fell. Thank you to 
everyone who came out for a great event.
Upcoming Events

Feb 24th, Downtown Parking hearing 7pm

Feb 25th, Union Street Upgrades meeting, 7pm

Feb 27th – Francie, John and Cynthia meeting with Brett Thelen re: ConCom's Vernal 
Pool Project

April 10th and 11th – Master Plan Update Visioning session. Participation important as 
this will update the visioning statements that introduce the Master Plan. 

Announcement

A memorial fund, the Rick and Duffy Monahon Fund, is being set up at NH Charitable Foundation and members of town boards or others wishing to donate can contact Francie Von Mertens. Grants from the fund will support preservation projects statewide. 
Update 

-Middle Hancock Road forestry operation: Von Mertens sent letter to NHDES requesting 
a site visit. 

Discussions

Fremont Field – Proposed "Forever Wild" Designation

Von Mertens proposed "Forever Wild" forestry designation for the 151 Fremont conservation land acres for two main reasons: access challenges as only route for a commercial timber harvest would be along a popular walking trail that crosses the front field; and eventual "old growth" forest generations hence is a legitimate addition to the town's forestland mix. She said there are no hindrances based on the LCIP purchase – i.e.: no obligation to continue a forestry plan.

Members agreed the major downside would be cost if granting a conservation easement to a land trust is the only option.
Possible Next Steps: 

- Conduct a natural resource inventory that emphasizes management
- Contact Steve Walker, state's LCIP lands overseer, to discuss no- or low-cost options.
Easements Monitoring

Cynthia gave an update on completed and pending easement monitoring. 

Vernal Pool Project – Year #3
Upcoming meeting with Brett Thelen to set goals for this season. 

Ideas to discuss:


Outreach to property owners likely to be interested in having their land surveyed 


for vernal pools or likely to do the training

Prioritizing properties mapped but not yet surveyed


Revisiting possible pools from Year #1 (a dry year) that showed signs of vernal 


pool presence

Outreach to gain additional volunteers 

T-shirts or tote bags for volunteers
Invasive Plants 

Francie drafted an Invasive Upland Plants of the Monadnock Region brochure that highlights 12 of the most invasive (plus another expected soon) with photos of local plants. Comments were requested. Print number to be decided and distribution. As intent is distribution beyond Peterborough, Jo Anne Carr suggested advance orders (and payment) be solicited from neighboring ConComs. Print cost is 58 cents per brochure at 3,000. Woody Wood suggested quotes be requested for 2,000. 
Project Steps:

-Greenerborough Fair: Cynthia will inquire about a table for Invasive Plants project

-The Well School: Francie will inquire about having Garlic Mustard Pull event at the school to help launch the brochure and invasives focus. 
-Local Garden Club assistance in distribution 
-Jaffrey Conservation Commission for annual Riverfest 
Related Note: Robert Wood is on the New Hampshire Exotic Aquatic Committee 

Union Street Upgrade Plan Review - Matt Lundsted will communicate a few recommended changes to Rodney Bartlett. 

Meeting Adjourned 9:50 pm 
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