
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT RECYCLING 
2018 REPORT 

The Recycling Center processed a total of 2,026.43 tons of MSW (Municipal Solid Waste). Out 
of that figure, a total of 1,477 tons was recycled, and the remaining 549.43 tons were either 
land-filled or sent to waste-to-energy incinerator. That is the lowest amount since 2002, and 
the recycling rate for 2018 was an impressive 73%! Great job! By recycling 1,477 tons we 
avoided paying $160,933 in disposal fees.  

Along with the cost avoidance of $160,933 and excellent recycling efforts on the part of 
Recycling Center users, $190,987.38 was generated in revenue. This brings the total financial 
benefit for recycling to $351,980.38 for 2018.  

The chart below illustrates the recycled tons and revenue that was generated for 2018*: 

ITEM TONS REVENUE 
CARDBOARD 107.5 $9339.60 
MIX PAPER 147 $392.88 
NEWSPAPER 33.9 $2,700.55 
PLASTICS 27 $5038.20 
ALUMINUM CANS 8.1 $20,382.33 
STEEL CANS 11.86 $2,124.56 
SCRAP METAL 43.1 $4,033.03 
GLASS 273 $0.00 
TEXTILES 39.48 $0.00 
TIRES 11.18 $211.00 
BOOKS 4.5 $0.00 
FOOD/YARD WASTE 147.34 $0.00 
BRUSH & LUMBER 605.6 $0.00 
ELECTRONICS 15.1 (included in disposal fees) 

LEAD-ACID BATTERIES 2.16 $1,056.25 
WASTE OIL 870 gallons $0.00 
ANTI-FREEZE 55 gallons $0.00 
DISPOSAL FEES  $44,615.88 
PAY PER BAG SALES  $78,242.07 
TOWN OF SHARON  $14,844.03 
STICKERS  $6,855.00 
MISCELLANEOUS  $0.00 
RECLAMATION TRUST  $1,152.00 
REIMBURSMENT OF EXPENSES  $0.00 
RETURNED CHECK FEES  $0.00 
TOTALS 1,477 tons $190,987.38 

*This chart represents the calendar year, Jan-Dec of 2018 

  



We also accepted the following items for recycling: 

• 102 refrigerators & freezers 
• 169 dehumidifiers & air conditioners 
• 551 propane tanks 
• 39 fire extinguishers  
• 8,555 linear feet of fluorescent bulbs 
• 984 compact fluorescent bulbs 
• 663 halogen, metal halide, and other misc. mercury containing bulbs 
• 13lbs of mercury containing devices; thermostats, thermometers, etc.   

This year we replaced a 47 year-old horizontal baler with a newer used one. The new one is 
primarily dedicated to baling steel cans, but it’s very versatile and can bale any other of our 
recycled products in the event of a mechanical failure with another baler.  

I would like to thank Cliff Monkton, who retired at the end of December, for his dedicated 
work here at the Center for the last 14 years, as well as his service working for the Town for 
21 years. He is greatly missed. Angela, who has been part-time here for the last two and a half 
years, has now moved to full-time. We feel she is a great addition to our team and has a lot to 
offer.    

The recyclable commodities market was mostly steady for the first part of 2018. Towards the 
end of 2018 and beginning of 2019, the markets really began to decline due to import bans on 
recycled commodities in foreign countries, especially China. Our domestic markets were 
flooded with more supply than demand, and this continues to be the case. While we are still 
recycling more than ever, it is getting very difficult to move the material, and now we must 
pay to recycle some material that previously we were getting paid for. Also, the recycling 
markets may see some future changes regarding what the processing mills will and will not 
take. But I am confident the market will eventually turn around. The important thing is that 
we are still recycling, and putting out very good quality product.  

In closing, I would like to very much thank my co-workers Marshall Torsey, Angela Poluchov, 
and our newest addition Phil Sumner for their dedication and hard work.  
And, as always, I would like to thank the residents and businesses of Peterborough and Sharon 
for their great recycling efforts, and their ongoing support of the Recycling Center.  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Scott A. Bradford 
Recycling Manager 
 
 


