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were readily available in rural locales and simplicity of preparation.  Items typically included 
sandwiches, salads, casseroles, and home-made desserts.26    

In 1945, the town lost another one of its institutional buildings to fire, the 1914 Gem movie theater.  
The owners, however, soon rebuilt, erecting the Community Theater a two-story, gable-front 
building in the Colonial Revival style (PET0021, 6 School Street, Photo 53).  The elaborated 
façade retains all of its original detailing including a marquee above the ticket booth and paired 
entries and flanked by pilasters, corner pilasters, closed pediment, and display cases to either side of 
the entry with broken scroll pediment tops. 

One of the last major buildings to be constructed in the historic district before the Second World 
War is the former Peterborough Transcript Building (43 Grove Street, Photo 202), on the corner 
of Grove and Vale streets.  Completed in 1939 after the 1938 flood and fire destroyed their previous 
home on Main Street, historic photos show the one-story brick building in the Colonial Revival style 
consisted of a three-bay front section on Grove Street and a wider rear section.27  Between 1941 and 
1951 the newspaper had expanded the building to the rear with a one-story wing of brick-faced, 
cinderblock, and steel girder construction like the earlier section (Sanborns 1924 updated 1941, 1924 
updated 1951).  The building was badly damaged by fire in 1975 but was soon rebuilt, largely 
maintaining the existing footprint though a top portion of the walls, including the cornice, were 
removed at that time.  After the two local papers merged in 2006, the building was converted to the 
Grove Village Shops with multiple storefronts in the rear and wing sections; the fenestration and 
main entry of the front section has maintained much of its historic appearance, with the exception of 
the removal of a frieze that ran along the top of the building on at least the east and north elevations 
and some of the upper portion of the walls. 

Bridges and Dams and Other Infrastructure 
During this period the town upgraded a lot of its infrastructure, including the present Pine 
Street/U.S. Route 202 Retaining Wall (PET0029, Photos 5) along the east side of the Contoocook 
River, south of the Main Street Bridge, which dates to the 1890s, “according to a Town photograph” 
(see detailed description below).28  

The 1936 flooding on the Nubanusit Brook and the presence of two major highways along Grove 
and Main streets prompted the replacement of the two primary crossings in the center of the historic 
district.  The town constructed two granite-faced, concrete rigid-frame bridges with arch effects 
providing picturesque bridges in the central village district to carry highway traffic over Nubanusit 
Brook and the Contoocook River.  In 1936 the Grove Street Bridge (Photo 50) was built, replacing 
an earlier bridge damaged in the 1936 flooding.29  At the time, the bridge carried U.S. Route 202 
traffic through the center of the historic district.  This concrete rigid-frame bridge with stone facing 
is one of three in Peterborough, and one of two over the Nubanusit Brook, all built between 1936 
and 1941.30  The bridge is the shortest of the three bridges, measuring just 54'-0" in length with a 
clear span of 47'-1¾".  Like the Main Street Bridge, concrete light standards are located atop the end 
piers of each of the railings.  The stone facing is more ashlar like than on the Main Street Bridge.  

                                                 
26 Ibid., 9. 
27 Peterborough Historical Society I:172.  The building is illustrated in a ca. 1940 photograph. 
28 SEA Consultants Inc., “Existing Conditions Report: Stabilization/Rehabilitation U.S. Route 202 Retaining Wall for the 
Town of Peterborough, NH,” (March 2001), 2.1.  Copy on file, Town of Peterborough, Town Clerk. 
29 Morison and Smith, 627.  Morison indicates the bridge was wood.  Historic photos show a stone arch bridge at this location 
at some point. 
30 The third is in West Peterborough.  New Hampshire Department of Transportation.  Bridge Summary, Peterborough.  
Revised April 2010. http://www.nh.gov/dot/org/projectdevelopment/ bridgedesign/documents/08-
287nhdot_bridge_summary.pdf  (accessed June 2010).  
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Photo 50)  West elevation of Grove Street Bridge, 32 and 36 Grove in rear  Direction: ENE 

 
Photo 51)  Grove Street Dam, west of Grove Street Bridge, with Post Office in background 
 Direction: NW 


