[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes Ag Com 1/7/15
Present: Alex Walker, Caitlin Selby, Matt Gifford, Ruth Holmes, Jennifer Runyon. Tyler Ward, Select Board Rep. also present
Discussion about finding past minutes. Period from August – November 2014 some meetings were canceled due to lack of quorum.
Minutes to be emailed to: nmacstay@townofpeterborough.us
Note to Nicole to please forward them to the attorney for the town.
Tyler brought up that town attorney wanted to read the minutes about when we drafted the town agricultural ordinance however the Ag commission did not draft the ordinance. 
Minutes from the year prior to the ordinance being passed will reflect that and are in Emily Drury’s possession (she was the secretary at the time.)
Discussion of upcoming webinar, which will take place in Peterborough, NHMA Webinar:  Local Regulation of Agriculture: 12:00 noon - 1:00 p.m.
Wednesday, February 11 http://www.nhmunicipal.org/Resources/Event/791

Tyler: many young people are supportive of farming and agricultural and we should make Peterborough an important place for those activities.
Matt: Peterborough should be a farm-friendly town.  Discussion of a checklist that showed we are not farm friendly. http://cecf1.unh.edu/sustainable/farmfrnd.cfm
Ruth: Back to webinar. Ag Commission should attend. 
Ruth and Matt will try to attend. Would it be ok for Ruth and Matt to just show up or do they need to be invited? 
Perhaps Ag Com could help with food in some way. Ruth will talk with Sam (Ag Com member) and Nicole at townhouse.
Discussion about what is a farm and who is a farmer in Peterborough.  Email from Pete: RSA 21:34-a.I.
The word “farm” means any land, buildings, or structures on or in which agriculture and farming activities are carried out or conducted and shall include the residence or residences of owners, occupants, or employees located on such land. Structures shall include all farm outbuildings used in the care of livestock, and in the production and storage of fruit, vegetables, or nursery stock; in the production of maple syrup; greenhouses for the production of annual or perennial plants; and any other structures used in operations named in paragraph II of this section.
RSA 21:34-a.II.
 
II. The words “agriculture” and “farming” mean all operations of a farm, including:                                                                                                                                                               
(a)   (1)     The cultivation, conservation, and tillage of the soil.
        (2)     The storage, use of, and spreading of commercial fertilizer, lime, wood ash, sawdust, compost, animal manure, septage, and, where permitted by municipal and state rules and regulations, other lawful soil amendments.
(3)     The use of and application of agricultural chemicals.
(4)     The raising and sale of livestock, which shall include, but not be limited to, dairy cows and the production of milk, beef animals, swine, sheep, goats, as well as domesticated strains of buffalo or bison, llamas, alpacas, emus, ostriches, yaks, elk (Cervus elephus canadensis), fallow deer (Dama dama), red deer (Cervus elephus), and reindeer (Rangifer tarandus).
(5)     The breeding, boarding, raising, training, riding instruction, and selling of equines.
(6)     The commercial raising, harvesting, and sale of fresh water fish or other aquaculture products.
(7)     The raising, breeding, or sale of poultry or game birds.
(8)     The raising of bees.
(9)     The raising, breeding, or sale of domesticated strains of fur-bearing animals.
(10)   The production of greenhouse crops.
(11)   The production, cultivation, growing, harvesting, and sale of any agricultural, floricultural, viticultural, forestry, or horticultural crops including, but not limited to, berries, herbs, honey, maple syrup, fruit, vegetables, tree fruit, grapes, flowers, seeds, grasses, nursery stock, sod, trees and tree products, Christmas trees grown as part of a commercial Christmas tree operation, trees grown for short rotation tree fiber, compost, or any other plant that can be legally grown and harvested extensively for profit or subsistence.
(b)   Any practice on the farm incident to, or in conjunction with such farming operations, including, but not necessarily restricted to:
(1)     Preparation for market, delivery to storage or to market, or to carriers for transportation to market of any products or materials from the farm.
(2)     The transportation to the farm of supplies and materials.
(3)     The transportation of farm workers.
(4)     Forestry or lumbering operations.
(5)     The marketing or selling at wholesale or retail, on-site and off-site, where permitted by local regulations, any products from the farm.
(6)     Irrigation of growing crops from private water supplies or public water supplies where not prohibited by state or local rule or regulation.
(7)     The use of dogs for herding, working, or guarding livestock, as defined in RSA 21:34-a, II(a)(4).
(8)     The production and storage of compost and the materials necessary to produce compost, whether such materials originate, in whole or in part, from operations of the farm.
 
For practical purposes, I would suggest that a “farm” is the land and buildings were the core agricultural business activities are located, often where the farmer lives and the barns/outbuildings exist, etc.   In my opinion, and for the purposes of the ordinance amendment we are working on, farmland, hayfields or pastures is leased to a farmer to supplement the core farming business conducted on another parcel, would not constitute a separate farm by itself; however, farmland and buildings that are leased as a core farming business in their own right should constitute a farm.  
 
Of particular note here is that the working draft zoning amendment (a work in-process) relating to “Agricultural Business Enterprise” uses does make a distinction between “commercial” agriculture and “subsistence” agriculture.  The current draft allows for the business enterprise uses only on commercial farms (that is farms that are clearly established  with a commercial agricultural business as the primary use.)
 
Please let me know if you have any additional questions.
Best,
Pete

As far as the Ag Commission concerned is some retail activity must be taking place.  Under that def. that would be Finlay, Rosaly’s Sunnyfield, and Todd’s.
Brief discussion about email from Pete. 
Already established with the town that any parcel 50 acres or more under continuous management is a farm.  
Under Pete’s definition then Rosaly’s is not a farm. 
Matt: there is no cooperation between the planning board and the ag com. 
Ruth: Most established farms sell at their base or at a CSA.  
Alex Walker: Terrace Hill Farm sells duck eggs, lamb and chickens. 
Ruth: Robin and Shelly Hulbert milk cows and sell the milk.
Ruth: It is my understanding that there is a subcommittee of the planning board that is working to fix the amendment. And that’s the one that Andrea was sitting in.  
Andrea will report back to us about a draft of the new amendment. 
So it seems like we would need some guidance from the committee.
So do we come up with a suggestion for an amended amendment? Or leave it as is. 
Matt: we should move on from it. 
Ruth: why don’t we go through the town farm friendly checklist and answer it and figure out how we could make it farm friendly.
Ruth: (reading from checklist). Peterborough doesn’t meet many of the criteria. 
Jenn: perhaps more farmers should be involved
Ruth: we are talking about residential vs farmers
Mat: Cornicopia is interested in collaborating on outreach. There was reference to collaborating with others. Talk about cooking and gardening at the community center. 
Tyler: the new commercial kitchen should be open soon.
What are the community kitchen costs?
Terry Reeves is coordinating programs up there. 
Ruth: that would be something to help encourage farmers to do their own thing.
Tyler: economic committee.  I haven’t sent anything to anyone yet. Tons of warehouses in town, empty space.  How feasible is it to run a specialty greens business with organic/hydroponic gardening?
Matt: very difficult to do organic farming that way because you get disease and costs are prohibitive. 
If owner was interested in solar and could find someone interested in ag in here. 
Matt: there is a market for it. You could produce it and sell it but the breakeven might be 40 years down the road. You need grant money to get started.  USDA money too, perhaps?
Tyler: a man named Kittridge from Mass. was talking about making a fair amount of money with specialty greens.  His farm is near Amherst, MA
Alex: the town of jaffrey has waste heat and you can do a greenhouse operation. Froling energy might have that, too. 
Tyler: What I was getting at was how the ag com could get involved in making Peterborough a driving machine to sell food to restaurants all over the state. 
Ruth: Should we in the meantime have everyone look at that list and add our comments and then draft suggestions and submit them to the master plan
Ruth: that is a real key because there are going to be a lot of people who will think twice about doing anything in this town after this ordinance.
Homework for all commissioners: Before the next meeting, review the town farm friendly checklist, here: http://cecf1.unh.edu/sustainable/farmfrnd.cfm
Next meeting: Feb 4. 6PM.
Meeting adjourned 7:25PM


