Minutes Ag Com 6-4-15
Andrea Cadwell, Matt Gifford, Alex Walker,  Jenn Runyon, Tyler Ward
Meeting called to order 6:15
Andrea needs to get up to speed with the community food, not sure she can take this on as chair of the Ag Com.
Andrea followed up with the Elementary school – they are excited about the idea of hosting a local food event of some kind.  Beate (Ex Dir of cornucopia) and Ben Loi said that they are excited to do this with us.
Ben said they are interested in perhaps a farm tour. When she called the school, someone who was a long-time resident of the town didn’t know there was an Ag Com.
“We talked about farm tours to extend the lesson of growing food and taking that to a bigger level. I think how that would happen would be they would take care of the logistics and the kids could go to both Sunnyfield and Rosaly’s farm to tour it.”
Matt said that would be something he would do.  We will follow up with Ruth.
Do you think we should reach out to others?
Discussion about how it might work. Would a whole grade go on the tour? Would it be everyone?
Younger kids like planting, older kids might like farm tours.
Doing them in the fall and having them not be on the same day.
Matt says earlier in the school year the better because after September things start going downhill.
Matt said we should invite Ben to a meeting. Andrea will do that.
Other idea was planting a pollinator habitat, which is basically just wildflowers.  Works with cornucopia because it is about bees. 
Ag com could sponsor this pollinator habitat.
Snack idea – pop-up snack at PES. Ben was on board with the idea but said we should coordinate with Cornucopia. They already have some kind of healthy snack thing already in place.
What about summer camp? Cornucopia does a lot where they are taking kids to the farms. River Center, Harris Center already do have some of that stuff.
Maybe the rec department would be interested?  Andrea will ask them if they have a summer program that might like to visit a farm or have a local snack. 
Idea to have some food at pickup at the end of the day?
Jenn agrees to take on the how much local food is grown in town. Monadnock Farm and Community coalition resource and UNH is a resource.
Alex said she would be happy to do something with graphic design regarding the food numbers.  Maybe logo?
Tyler – Cynthia West might be interested in learning about fall dinners. Andrea advises to contact Monadnock Farm and Community Coalition for more info.
Other items?
Tyler says tomorrow the select board is doing a retreat and could he still be our liaison? Yes.
Question on Term Limits – who is up now?  Jon’s time is up. What time do we renew? Tyler thinks June – June
Talk to Linda about who is up. 
Andrea said that she will contact Linda about who is still officially on this commission.
Member outreach. We need more members. 
We have asked a few people who have turned us down. 
Will approach Pete at Green Grocer. Idea for restaurant owners. Seeking two more members. One more full member and one alternate. Alternate is supposed to be in attendance at all meetings and vote
Bionutrients – Andrea is working with the grange on this topic. There is no chapter here in NH. Andrea is trying to bring a chapter her to our state. Maybe the Ag Commission could be a co-sponsor.
Bionutrient means looking at soil and creating nutrient-dense food. Looks at soil at the essential nutrient for everything. They would have a workshop and it would be another resource for farmers in our area. Doesn’t require much for us.
What can we do to get more word out? Reach the kids, which is what we are trying to do with the pop up snack idea.
Suggest Documentary Chef’s Table on Netflix. Breathtaking movie. Highly recommended.
Andrea reports that her farm is happening. Has LOI from Russell and is working with Ian McSweeny. It will provide CSA share to local low-income residents in this area.
Question about vision: farm plan is dependent on zoning because it is zoned industrial so it needs an adjustment.
Will have two high tunnels, one composting toilet, a washing station similar to Rosaly’s. Try to use the farm gaining ground in Concord as a model. One person is the director. A couple of farm hands. 
The high school is one of the partners. Hopes that there will be revenue for her and for farm hands. 
Working with people at the River Center that you pay something for the share. Even if it is cheap. It’s capitalizing on community partnerships. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Another idea, the film Schooling the World. 
May meeting minutes approved.
Back to schooling – could visit Ideal Compost too as a way to look at composting another tour.
Farm tours we need to know that the schools insurance would cover the kids at the tour.
Motion to adjourn. Seconded and approved.
Meeting ended 7PM





 


