Open Space Committee / Minutes of February 14, 2013 Meeting
7 p.m. Peterborough Town House

Present:    Alan Bannister, Ed Henault, Debby Kaiser, Francie Von Mertens

Land protection

Von Mertens updated the group on a parcel along Nubanusit Brook that ranks high on the natural resource criteria. Henault will determine what if any steps need to be taken if the Town were to accept donations towards conserving that parcel by means of a conservation easement or bargain sale.

The annual letter to landowners was discussed with suggestion that the enclosure be an updated town open space map.

Monahon honoring

Discussion about honoring Duffy Monahon centered on the 150 acres she secured through an LCIP grant that are part of the Fremont conservation land. Kaiser suggested that given Duffy's strong sense of history, naming the forest "Monahon Forest" would not have met with her approval. It was agreed that a sign along the lines of "Duffy's Woods" and interpretive information about how one person single-handedly conserved the land would be appropriate.


Henault will check with Town Administrator to see what other naming initiatives are in the works.

Other

Henault will attend the Select Board meeting next Tuesday to recommend conservation easement funding support of $6,000 for the three easements taken on by the Harris Center. Henault reported that the Conservation Commission as co-agent to expend for the Land Acquisition Capital Reserve Fund approved that payment to the Harris Center at its January meeting.
The committee expressed appreciation to Muriel Henault for Valentine's Day chocolates.
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