Open Space Committee / Minutes of November 13, 2008 Meeting
7 p.m. Peterborough Town House

Present: Alan Bannister, Debby Kaiser, Eric Thum, Francie Von Mertens; Conservation Commission liaison Dave Enos


Excused: David Cheney, Ed Henault, Liz Thomas, Alex Walker

Minutes for the September and October Open Space Committee (OSC) meetings were approved.
Kaiser and Thomas Easements
Kaiser and Von Mertens reported on the recent gathering for the Kaiser easement signing. OSC members, neighbors, Forest Society's Brian Hotz, and landowners witnessed signing of the easement that was followed by a walk on the land and then lunch of soup and cider by the Kaiser woodstove. The easement protects 49 acres of forest and wetland in Peterborough and Jaffrey that connects with other conservation land.


It was agreed that the celebratory gathering is a good model for future easements – including the upcoming Thomas easements. Funding support for those easements was approved unanimously by both the Conservation Commission and Selectboard following OSC recommendation voted at the OSC October meeting.  Possible date for the Thomas easement signing gathering is Dec. 19.  Date to be confirmed.  Discovery of black gum trees on the property offers an exciting destination for the walkabout.
Easement monitoring

OSC members will be assisting the ConCom in the annual monitoring of conservation easements: Kaiser has completed the Woods easement; Thum and Von Mertens to do the Millon easement; Cheney to assist with the D'Addamio and Simonds/Wollett easements; Von Mertens and Walker to do the Land/Kania easement.
Natural Resources Inventory – agriculture
Kaiser has discussed agricultural resource mapping with Fash in OCD and is searching down Jaffrey and Harrisville (Jean Rosenthal) ag initiatives and the Belmont NRI.  She will contact the Heritage Commission for possible assistance in inventorying existing farmland and field – much of it accompanying historic farms.  Many of these do not show up on ag soils mapping. Von Mertens will contact Rick van de Poll and Jeff Littleton, two natural resource consultants who might know of strong ag chapters in New Hampshire town's NRIs. 

Kaiser stressed that while an inventory is needed as foundation, it's important to anticipate future agricultural practices and to direct protection towards that form of agriculture as best we can. She will attend an upcoming talk in Greenville that addresses just that topic.


Members were encouraged to brainstorm agriculture at the town level, and what committee approach should be.
The meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. The next scheduled meeting is Thursday, December 11 at 7 p.m.                                                                                          /fvm

