[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting
July 16, 2015, Peterborough Town House, 7:30 p.m.

Present: Jo Anne Carr, Bryn Dumas, John Kerrick, Cynthia Nichols, Francie Von Mertens; Select Board Liaison Tyler Ward
	Guest: Sean Radcliffe, Temple Conservation Commission

The group convened at the Town House after 5:30-7:15 p.m. trail work on the Evans Flats Trail (new boardwalks, clearing brush, kiosk additions). Thanks go to trail initiator Richard Pendleton for organizing tasks and helping out once again.

Kinder Morgan gas pipeline 
Sean Radcliffe from Temple Conservation Commission described the effort to secure New Hampshire conservation commissions' endorsement of a letter opposing the proposed New England Direct (NED) Kinder Morgan gas pipeline. The letter itemizes natural resource impacts of the pipeline, including crossing at least 34 conservation properties in 15 towns in addition to sensitive wetlands (440 acres) and waterbodies (70). Over six linear miles of the pipeline's 71 miles in the state would traverse conserved lands.		
The outreach to town conservation commissions came from a group of regional conservation commissioners who have met over the years, including some from the 17 NH towns the pipeline would pass through if approved. A Pipeline AdHoc Advisory Committee soon formed.
In terms of public interest for New Hampshire citizens as stated by the pipeline developer, Mr. Radcliffe pointed out that there are few state customers for the gas; primarily the pipeline is a transmission line to Dracut, MA, not a distribution line to New Hampshire users.
Discussion focused on the breaking of public trust involved in crossing legally protected conservation lands, contravening the demonstrated public interest of protecting natural resources through land conservation. Public funds, local state and federal, were expended to conserve many of the properties.
Tyler Ward mentioned the town's pride in its "Greenerborough" image that derives in large part on renewable sources of energy—not shale gas extracted by fracturing bedrock and the inadvertent release of methane and other pollutants in the process of extraction and transmission; and water quality issues deriving from chemicals in the waste water generated by the fracturing process.
ConCom members agreed that the letter presented impacts on natural resources including water resources and wildlife, and air quality in a credible manner. They further agreed that natural resources don't recognize town boundaries.
Jo Anne Carr made the following motion (Bryn Dumas second):
"Move that the Conservation Commission endorse the letter of concern subject to agreement of absent members Corwin, Lundsted, Patterson and Wood."

The motion passed unanimously. 
(Note: the four members were contacted by July 19 and all agreed to the signing.)

Evans Flats Trail / dog policy
Von Mertens explained that the ConCom at it November 2013 meeting had agreed by consensus that the trail be a No Dogs trail given its proposed route along the Nubanusit Brook corridor. Several studies indicate that the presence of dogs (more than people) on trails has certain negative impacts of wildlife. River corridors are known wildlife hotspots.
	Patterson will present that request to the Select Board at its August 4, 5 p.m. meeting, and has asked that the ConCom take a formal vote on the matter.

Kerrick moved (Nichols second):
"Given the sensitive wildlife habitat along river corridors, the Conservation Commission recommends that the Select Board establish a No Dogs policy for the Evans Flats Trail."
	
The motion passed.

June's minutes were approved (Dumas motion; Nichols second).
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