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Peterborough Police Department 
 

 
2019 Annual Report 

 
The Peterborough Police Department provides police services 24 hours a day, 

seven days a week.  Our current staff includes twelve sworn full-time officers, three 
sworn part-time officers, two full-time clerk/dispatchers and one part-time clerk 
dispatcher. 

 
The department is broken down into seven divisions: 

Administration 
Dispatch/Clerical 
Patrol 
Detective 
Prosecution 
Juvenile Diversion 
Police K-9 (new for FY-2021) 

 
 The police chief is responsible for the administrative division. Duties under this 
division include but are not limited to: 

Personnel  
Budget (department needs, research, justification and acquisition) 
Planning (small and large-scale events) 
Public information 
Relations with businesses, federal, state and local government entities, 
various organizations, and the media 
Department policies and procedures 
Scheduling 
Recruitment 

 
The clerk/dispatchers are the people who answer the telephones and greet walk-in 

visitors Monday through Friday from 8:00 AM until midnight.   
As dispatchers, they are responsible for answering multiple telephone lines, 

multiple radio channels, receiving initial reports of crimes, traffic accidents and other 
incidents. They dispatch the appropriate personnel to calls, notify outside services for 
incidents requiring highway maintenance, vehicle towing, and utility maintenance. 

While performing dispatch duties, they are also responsible for clerical work that 
includes maintaining records of all incoming requests for service, maintaining the 
department filing system, submitting accident reports, fingerprint cards, traffic citations 
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to the NH Department of Safety, compiling statistical data, maintaining residential and 
business alarm information, fulfilling insurance company and attorney requests for 
specific documents, and audio recording transcriptions. 

One clerk/dispatcher works the 8:00 AM until 4:00 PM shift, and the other staffs 
the 4:00 PM until midnight shift Monday through Friday. 

It is important for residents to know that from midnight to 8:00 AM, weekends 
and holidays, the front lobby is closed, and the telephones are answered by the 
Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Department in Goffstown, NH.  The Sheriff’s Department 
has constant radio communication with the duty officers during those times. 

 
The patrol division are the uniformed officers assigned to the black and white 

vehicles.  They are responsible for: 
 Responding to calls for service (8,636 in 2019) 
 Investigate reported crimes 
 Investigate traffic accidents 
 Traffic law enforcement 
 Animal control 
 Check vacant homes and closed businesses after hours 
 Process arrested individuals 

Testify at the local courts, superior court, and at the NH DMV 
Specific programs: security assessments, personal protection classes,  

infant seat installation, school programs, and much more 
 

 When not performing these functions, the officers spend time at the police station 
typing reports, drafting affidavits, warrants and complaints. They also spend much time 
interviewing victims, witnesses and suspects.  Telephone calls and emails also require 
much of their time. 
 

The department has one sergeant/detective who spends thirty hours a week 
performing detective work.  This individual also works a 10-hour patrol shift each week 
in order to maintain an adequate level of uniformed officers on all shifts.  The detective is 
responsible for: 

Processing crime scenes (fingerprinting, photographs, evidence collection) 
Conducting follow up investigations on major cases (child abuse, sexual  

assaults, and out of town work)  
  Present felony cases to the Hillsborough County Grand Jury 
  Attending child abuse interviews at the Child Advocacy centers  

(Manchester, Keene and Claremont) 
  Review and approve crime reports 
  Issue follow up assignments to the uniformed officers 
  Sex offender registrations 
 
 The department prosecution is handled by one sergeant/prosecutor who dedicates 
thirty hours a week to prosecution and like the detective works one 10-hour patrol shift 
each week.  As the prosecutor this person is responsible for: 
   



3 
 

Reviewing and approving arrest warrants, search warrants and arrest  
reports 

  Consulting with defense attorneys, crime victims, officers, and witnesses  
prior to court hearings 

  In 2019 the prosecutor handled 465 cases in the 8th circuit court (Jaffrey) 
  Represent the police department at the NH-DMV for license suspension 

hearings  
  Represent the police department at the 8th circuit court for arraignments, 

case status hearings, juvenile court, plea agreement hearings, pre- 
trial conferences, court review hearings and trials 

 
 Juvenile Diversion is an alternative to court for first-time offenders 17 years of 
age or younger.  This is a voluntary opportunity for juvenile offenders to take 
responsibility for their wrong doings without acquiring a juvenile record.  Juvenile 
offenders and parents meet with our juvenile diversion coordinator during the day or 
evening hours at the police station.  The flexibility of day or evening hours makes the 
diversion meetings convenient for working parents. 
 Our current diversion coordinator processes cases for the towns of Peterborough, 
Hillsborough and Rindge.  This program is funded fully be the offender’s families 
($75.00 per case). 
 

Police K-9 Program: 
 

 New for FY-2021 
 This is a valuable tool for law enforcement when trying to locate lost children,  

adults with medical issues, building searches and drug detection. 
 One officer and K-9 will be trained and certified for tracking people and narcotics  

detection. 
 This is not an attack – aka bite dog 
 We are very excited about this new program and opportunity. 
 
 
Personnel Changes: 
 

• After 23 years of full-time law enforcement service for the town of Peterborough, 
Sergeant Richard Nelson is retiring in May 2020. 

 
• After 17 years of full-time law enforcement service for the town of Peterborough 

Master Patrolman Martin Kolb will be retiring in July 2020. 
 

• Officer Matthew Stone was hired in December of 2019 as a certified full-time 
Police Officer.  Officer Stone filled a position vacated in 2019.  

 
• Michael Wolinski of Contoocook, NH was hired to fill Master Patrolman Kolb’s 

position.  Officer Wolinski will be attending the 182nd NH Police Academy class.  
Officer Wolinski is scheduled to graduate from that class on August 21st of 2020. 
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The police department has begun a recruitment process to fill the position vacated by 
Sergeant Nelson. 
 
 

Activity Report 
 

Calls for Service                                                   8,636 
Hours on Patrol                                                    8,912 
Hours on Administrative Duties                          4,341 
Hours on Investigations (cases)                           3,990 
Hours on Calls for Service                                   2,954 
Hours on Reports                                                  3,782 
Hours in Training                                                    681 
Hours in Court                                                         402 

 
 
Traffic Accidents                                                      281 
Fatal Motor Vehicle Accidents                                    2                         

                 
Reported and Investigated Crimes 

 
  Criminal Offenses     743  

Criminal Investigations               303 
   
                        Citizen assists (escorts, fingerprints,                                

    disabled motor vehicles, etc.)                           425 
Security Check on Properties    386 
Motor Vehicle Complaints    293 
Animal Complaints     198 
Assist Other Agencies (police, fire,                        

    ambulance)                                                       184 
 Unsecure Property Doors/Windows                          153  

                         Drug / Narcotic Violations                                         71                          
 Juvenile Complaints                                                   64 
 Domestic Violence      50 
 Assaults       46 
 Thefts        42 
 Harassment       22  
 Criminal Mischief (vandalism)                                   21                                       
 Driving While Intoxicated                                          21 
 Sexual Assaults                                                           13 
 Burglaries                                                                     4  
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Other 
 

                        Motor Vehicle Offense Warnings                         2,343 
              Arrests                                                                      399 
                        Motor Vehicle Offense Citations                             576 
                        Parking Tickets                                                        134 
 

 
As I looked back over 2019, I was proud to reflect upon many of the responses 

and initiatives that continued our tradition of providing the best possible level of police 
services. 

I would like to recognize the support of the Select Board and the Town 
Administrator. I am also grateful to all the Department heads, the many Town Boards, 
Committees and Town employees. I am proud of the many accomplishments of the good 
men and women of the Peterborough Police Department and greatly appreciate their 
efforts.  

The men and women of the Peterborough Police Department take great pride in 
what they do, and they demonstrate their commitment to this community 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week. Our department is comprised of a group of individuals that truly care 
about our community and strive to make the right choices in every situation.  

As your Chief of Police, I will continue to do my best to ensure that the Police 
Department remains committed to keeping Peterborough a safe community, providing 
excellent customer service to all. 

 
Sincerely, 
Scott Guinard, Chief of Police         

 
   
 


